Local Lettings Policy – Great Barn Court, Dane's Lane, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2LT

	
Property Breakdown


	Scheme Address
	Flat 1-6, Great Barn Court Block One, Dane's Lane, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2LT
Flat 7-10, Great Barn Court Block Two, Dane's Lane, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 2LT

	Property details
	This is a newly constructed residential development comprising two separate blocks designed to provide a mix of accommodation types. Block 1 consists of six one-bedroom flats, while Block 2 comprises four two-bedroom flats, offering a total of ten residential units across the site. 

Both buildings are arranged over multiple levels. Each block includes flats at ground and first floor level, with Block 1 extending to a second floor. Access to all flats within each building is provided via a single internal staircase.

Externally, the site benefits from a small, dedicated car parking area for residents. This includes two electric vehicle charging points.

Additional on-site amenities include a secure and purpose-built bicycle store, as well as a designated bin storage area.

	
Local Letting Plans


	Definition
	A local letting plan is an agreement between Housing Services and a housing provider. It decides how properties will be allocated in certain defined geographical areas. Local lettings plans will only be used in exceptional circumstances to meet specific local issues within an area.


	
Purpose and Objectives


	Purpose
	The purpose of this plan is to support a housing allocations process for these properties which provides people with safe, sustainable homes in a balanced, cohesive and resilient community.


	Objectives
	The LLP aims to achieve the following outcomes:
 
· To provide housing for a range of age groups, including under 25’s who are care-experienced, families with younger children and adult households who require two bedrooms. 
· To provide a home for people with a range of housing needs.
· To manage allocations to applicants with high support needs relevant to management issues
· To reduce the likelihood of anti-social behaviour within and around the building.
· To reduce other housing management issues and related tenancy turnover.
· Going forward, to balance the needs of existing tenants with the needs of other people on the Homesearch Allocation Scheme.

	
Approach


	Allocation
	· 3 of the one-bedroom flats will be allocated through the choice-based lettings scheme to single care experienced individuals under the age of 25 who are on Homesearch. 
· 3 of the one-bedroom flats are general needs and will be allocated via the B&NES Homesearch scheme in accordance with its policies (initially 1x Band A / 1x Band B / 1x Band C)
· The 4 two-bedroom flats are for general needs and will be allocated via the B&NES Homesearch scheme in accordance with its policies (initially 2x Band A / 1x Band B 1x Band C).


	Additional considerations
	· Where it is reasonable applicants who otherwise meet the criteria may be declined for accommodation in order to ensure that a safe and sustainable community is maintained. 
· Preference will be given to applicants who in the last 5 years have not been prosecuted, convicted or are still under investigation for more serious criminal matters, including violence, anti-social behaviour, harassment, drug related issues, or sexual offences.
· Preference will also be given to those in the last 5 years who have not been investigated or had action taken against them in relation to a tenancy or other accommodation, for instance because of anti-social behaviour, nuisance, or other significant housing management issues.
· All applications will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.


	Support needs
	Applicants who are affected negatively by the above, but who are now receiving support due to vulnerability of high support needs, will be given equal preference to other applicants.
 
Applicants who are recognised as vulnerable or with higher levels of support needs and have a support plan in place that identifies how these needs will be managed for at least the initial 3-6 months of their new tenancy, in order to support the transition into independent housing.


	Children
	Where families are applying for properties within the scheme, we will aim to achieve a balanced mix of children's ages within the development to help foster a safe, inclusive and sustainable community.



	
Equality and Diversity


	Equality and Diversity
	· All applicants will be considered individually. 
· Both B&NES Housing Services and B&NES Homes will comply with the Equality Act 2010 and provide evidence for the reason for refusing accommodation to an applicant. 
· An Equalities Impact assessment has been carried to consider the impact of the policy. Except for the additional lettings criteria laid out in this Local Letting Plans, Housing Services will comply with the existing Homesearch Allocation Scheme.


	
Review and Approval


	Plan review
	· The Plan will commence August 2026 and subsequent lets to all initial and subsequent lets. The plan will be reviewed, revised or revoked periodically commencing within 2 yrs after the first lets.
· The review will consider all information on selection outcomes including information on applicants who were unsuccessful and will monitor the outcomes of this lettings plan and the impact on groups/characteristics. 


	B&NES Homes Approval
	Name:

Position:

Signature:

Date:


	B&NES Homesearch Approval
	Name:

Position:

Signature:

Date:
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